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95 Per Cent. of Nippon’s People Will
Welcome Any Plan That Will

* Reduce Imperialism’s Cost, -

el Says Seibold.

ARMS PARLEY IN WASHINGTON
STEADILY GAINING IN FAVOR

Elder Statesmen, Headed by Prince Yamagata,
Unable to Check Popular Tide—Taxa-
tion System Declared to Be An
Oppressive Hodge Podge.

TAXATION burdens and the drift of popular sentiment in Japan to cut
i the cost of imperialism are discussed in the following article

NEW YORK HERALD staff correspondent. It is the fifteenth a
series based on an investigation of Far Eastern conditions that bears on
the armament and transpacific problems that will be taken up in Wash-

ington November 1r.
b By LOUIS SEIBOLD,

Braff Corvespondent of Tum Nmw Yomx HpmaLv. :
opyright, 1981, by Tum New Yoxx Hssaip.

Tokio, Sept. 25.—The most effective argument advanced by the rapidly
increasing number of Japanese politicians, business men and newspapers
in favor of limiting armaments is the balance sheet of the Imperial Japan-
ese Government. Confronted by the problem of supporting themselves on
the prevalling rate of wages, taxed for everything that enters into thelr
dafly ltves, 85 per cent, of the people of Nippon will welcome any project
that will cut the high cost of l;nporinltsm and its natural corollary, mili-
tarism.

With more than 49 per cent. of the expenditures of the Government de-
voted to the maintenance of the largest standing army in the world and a
naval establishment that, theoretically, in ten years wiil win the fighting
supremacy of the seas from Great Britain and tho United States, there is
a growing Interest throughout Japan in the approaclhing conference on the
limitation of armaments at 'Washington.

I have talked with several leaders of the two most important political
factions in Japan, the editors of newspapers, business men of Toklo, Yoko-
hama, Kobe, Shimonosekl and forelgners engaged in various lines of in-
dustry regarding the disarmament project. While divided in opinien as to
the probability of the Washington conference belng expanded to cover other
phages of Far Eastern problems, therc appears to be decided unanimity of
popular sentiment in favor of limiting the expenditures of the Government
for military purposes, from the operations of which the people themselves
derlve litle benefit,

Responsive Chord Struck in Japan
by President Harding’s Action

Up to a comparatively recent period { direct short cut toward effecting nec-
the imperialistic Goyernment of Ja-| essary eavings in the conduct of all
pan not only discouraged discussion | Governments was through limiting
of the financlal burdens involved in
the maintenance of huge armies and a

among many classes of Japanese citi-

navy always ready for war, but it|zens, and women as well, to whom |
®eastic and effective means to| the ordinary agencies of expr
prevent it. The suggestlon of Presi- | are closed by tradition and Govern-|

;dmt. Harding., however, that the most | ment policles,

lar sentiment In favor of the Har-
ding plan. In dolng so it encoun-
tered its first defeat in many years,
for the Genro, despite the fact that
its functions, derlved from the old
clan processes of feudallsm, are pure-
ly advisory, is the most powerful sin-
gle institution in the country.

The K boss of It 1s Field Marshal
Prince Yemagata, “the Grand Old
Man of Nippon,” who at 83 is plan-
ning hia lUfework for the next forty
years. Prince Yamagata, who is the
most popular of national heroeas in
Nippon, is not only the head of the
Genro but he is the president of the
Privy Councll, He is the most ac-
complished and successful politiclan
in Japan. His influence, which has
been won by sheer intellectual force
and 'the complete understandiog of
Japancee psychology, pervades and
practically influences every element of
the people.

He can make or unmake Cablnets,
formulate or changs policles, and his
personal Influence with the Emperor
I8 very great, because in the last anal-
yels It 1s the veto of the Genro (which
means Yamagata) that fnally dis-
poses. The Genro is composed of sev-
eral of the “Elder Statesmen,” but it
is YTamagata who dominatea his asso-
clates as easily as Platt or Quay or
Hanna or Croler dominated thelr re-
spective partles In thelr time. The
most important conferces of Yama-
gata are the Marquises Matsukata and
Baionjl. There are others of local
celebrity and popularity but of less
importance, for, as sald, Japan looks
to Yamagata alone for the key word.

At the outset of the armament dls-
cussion, to which Japan gave its tardy
assent, the Selyukal and the Kene-
sakal, political partles which most
clearly ‘_‘reﬂmt rival political senti-
ment, evinced & lvely intercst in it.
This was conflned, however, to mem-
bera of the Diet, the popular branch
of the national legislature. In ac-
cordance with established tradition,
the princes of the blood, just plain
princes, marqulses, counts, viscounts,
barons, imperial nominees and the
highest taxpayers of the IHou2e of
Peers manifested neither assent nor
dissant, naturally taking thelr cue
from the Genro sages. Not so with
the 464 members of the Dlet, which
controlg the Government.

Reflecting the sentiment of citlzens
throughout the empire, the members
of the Diet, as well as the local bossea

in the various provinces, began to line
golldly up back of the armament con- |
| terence plan, Yamagata and his illus- |
1 trious assoclates In the Genro attempt-
ed to head off the storms of approval. |
Dvery wire and political device which |
usually suecceeds in swaying the Jap-
| anese mind was resorted to. * Mean- |

ley with Washington, London, Yaris|
and other capitals in an effort to make |
terma that would prevent the opening !
up of “fects accomplished,” meaning
the violation of Chinese territory and
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Groping for Escape.

The overwhelming sentiment in
favor of the Harding conference plan
which swept Japan probably con-
vinced the Government of the futility
of directly attacking that project. Dut
it took its own time in glving iIte
qualified t. The r that it
fnally consented to do so was not due
in the slightest degree to any sincere
desire to assist in the enterprise but
golely Lecause the people, groping for
an avenue of escape from the disasters
consequent on taxatlon, demanded in
no uncertain tones its concurrence.

Competent obaervera of long experi-
ence tell me that no proposal ever
mads by a forelgn couniry WwWaa sa
universally approved as the sugges-
tlon for the conference on armaments.
The majority of the people would
probably suppert the contention of
thelr Government that the Washing-
ton conference should not seelt to de-
prive Japan of the territory both le-
gully and illegally acquired and so
necessary to their economlic and physl-
cal expansion, but the popular mind
of Jupan discerns no direct connection
between the scheme for'bringing about
a disarmament agreement and the in-
deflnite proposals to restore to the
original owners the territory won by
Japan in war or otherwlss,

Indorsement of the conference proj-
ect held but one meaning to the Jap-
anese—an escape from tho catastro-
phes incldental to the maintenance of
an expensive military establishment,
to support which they have long be-
lieved they have been taxed out of all
proportion to the value of it, The
explanation of thelr resentment
agalnst the canditions forced wupon
them by the ambltious militury plans
of thelr Government is pretty clearly
set forth in the financial statement of
the Government for the current year—
the monopolles maintained or permit-
ted by it, the system of taxation und,
flnally, the high cest of living.

I have ulready shown in thig series
of articles that more than 49 per cent
of the imperial budget goes to the sup-
port of the army and navy, that a
minimum of 22 per cent. goes to the
maintenance of other agencies of it,
leaving a scant 30 per cent. for provid-
ing the conveniences and facilitles for
which the people of & country general-
1y look to their Government.

Extraordinary Expenditures.

Aslde from the army and navy, the
other branches of the service foot up
a total of 845,645,000 yen, or Just a
shade over b0 per cent. of the entire
amount. Ome of the most remarkable

armaments struck a responsive chord | while the Government began to par- | features of the Japaness financlal

statement {3 that almost as much

the people of Japan derive lttle, if
any, direct benefits are the sums set
aglde for the civil administration of
Shantung, Corea, Formosa, SBaghalien |
and the Government rallways, the to-
1al being 171,024,000 yen, One of the
reasons that provoked such unanimity
of popular approval of the conference
project was- the oppressive effect of
the monopolles maintained by the Gov-
ernment. For Instance, the Gowvern-
ment Las a monopaly over steel, to-
baceo, camphor, salt, rallways, utill-
tles, telegraphs, In addition to local
Imports on some of them, Tobacco is
taxed at the rate of 50 per cent. and
is practically Leyvond the-reach of the
averago citizen, who lilkkes his weed az
well as the next one,

A far more important reason, how-
ever, for the endorsement of the con-
ference is to be found in the taxation
gystem. This system, which appears
to bn & hodge-podge of that prevall-
Ing !n other countries, places a heavy i
tax upon sake, the national drink;
on salt, beer, sugar, land, Incomes, big
&nd smaell businusses; In fact, there is
scarcely a thing that enters into the
daily life of the people that {a not
taxed to a greater extent than in any,
other country.

But even the amounts realized from
these imposts are not adequate to pay
for the army and navy and other
branchea of the Government adminls- |
tration of alien territory, and there|
was a jump of 145,000,000 yen in the
nature of “emergency taxes™ last year. |
A Toklo merchant told me that the
Government toolk over 45 per cent. of
his net earnings, Every wvehlcle, ln-!
cluding motor ears, ls heavily taxed,
the cost of loensing one in Toklo be-
ing $250 a year, Cotton and other tex-
tlles which provide clothing for the
people come in for o subsiantial levy,
but non-alcoholic beverages arc free
The tax on dwelling land {s 2.5 per
1,000 and on cultivated land 4.5.

Incowe Tax System.

The income tax is rated pretty much
llke that in other countries. Incomes
yielding from 10 to 20 per cent. profit
ure ed 4 per cent., with 8§ per cent.
on 30 and and 20 per cent above 30.
On reserve Incomes there is a [ per
cent, surlax on o0 per cent earnings
on the capltal. Dividends are taxed
5 per cent. Individual Incomes are
taxed ! per cent. up to 1,000 and run
as high as 83 per cent. above 3,000,000,

The straight business tax is a com-
plicated proposition,
on sales, rents and manufactures, In-1'
toxicating bevernges are npssessed)
from 20 to 41 per cent. on forty gal-
lons. The Government has recently
meade o half-lhearted offort to readjust
the {ax system, but little progress has
been made up to date,

The national dJdebt of Japan

amounted in March last to 2,578,748,-
——
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The presont (Hara) Ministry discon-
tinued advancing money to China in-
dependent of the operations of the
English, French, Japanese and Amer-
lean consortivm,

Since the discusslon of the disarma-

This meana that every individual in
the three citles payes an average of §%
per yeir to the Government In various
formas of taxation, a greater part of
which goes to building battieships and
to maintain the Japanese awrmy.

for a comprehensive housing policy and
the financing of publlc works by the
Government instead of by communities.

The Premler did not indicate the Gov-
ernment's scheme, saying he would
probably wish to pea the deputation
aguin to dlscuss ths proposals
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WILLS SAINTE CLAIRE

The Molyb-demum Car

feeing forwerd folde up sk when wot in wwe

JHE Wills Sainte Claire Couﬁe embodies the luxury, the
distinction and the all-weat

closed car should afford.
Correct spr'ng suspension and improved cushioning as-
sure a new sense-of riding comfort.

er adaptability a truly fine

Then there is the

feeling of ease and security which is afforded by the exceptionally
flexible motor and perfectly balanced chassis.
Its superb driving qualities, its many little conveniences and refine-
ments mark the Wills Sainte Claire Coupe as a distinct advance in
motor car engineering and construction.

We invite you te come im axd ree the Wills Sainte Claire for vourself
—Ride in it=—Drive it—You will find it its oum best spokesman

WILLS SAINTE CLAIRE CO.

of NEW YORK

EDWIN B. JACKSON, President

Fisk Building, 87th Street at Broadway, N. Y. City

TEL. CINCLE 0743
OPEN EVENINGS.
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